
SIYU XIAO
Phone: 917-704-6404 | Email: siyuxiao2026@u.northwestern.edu | Portfolio: https://www.siyuxiaodesign.com

EDUCATION
Northwestern University 
MS, Engineering Design Innovation | GPA: 4.0

Pratt Institute
BID, Industrial and Product Design | Minor: Sustainability Studies |  GPA: 3.9

Evanston, IL
Sep. 2024 - Mar. 2026 

New York, NY
Aug. 2020 - May. 2024

SKILLS
Design Skills: Industrial Design, UI/ UX Design, Design Research, Storytelling, Brand Strategy, Service Design, Sustainable Design, Project Management
Technical Proficiency: 3D Modeling, Rendering, Sketching, Design Engineering, Mechatronics, CAD, Wood Crafting, Digital Illustration, HMI, HCI
Creative Tools: Solidworks, Keyshot, Figma, Photoshop, InDesign, Illustrator, Premiere Pro, After Effects, Blender, Procreate, Microsoft Office

HONORS 
IDA Design Awards 2024, Bronze in Automotive & Transport-Safety & Accessories                                                                                                        Jan.2025
Fit Sport Design Awards 2024, Winner                                                                                                                                                                          May. 2024
European Product Design Award                                                                                                                                                                                   Feb. 2024
Top Design in Gaming Appliances, Winner in Outdoor Equipment & Accessories | Home / Bathroom Accessories | Sustainable: Home Products 
IDA Design Awards 2023                                                                                                                                                                                                 Jan. 2024
Gold in Home / Bathroom Fittings/Appliances, Silver in Eco Design | Sustainable Home Products | Healthcare Architecture Design | Toys, Gaming & Leisure
Lighting Design Awards 2023, Winner                                                                                                                                                                           Dec. 2023
NYC x DESIGN Awards 2023, Winner                                                                                                                                                                             May. 2023
The A’ Design Award and Competition 2022 - 2023 Period, Runner-Up                                                                                                                       Apr. 2023
IESNYC Student Lighting Competition 2022, Honorable Mention                                                                                                                                 Apr. 2022

EXPERIENCE

•  Developed advanced UX concepts for 2030-2040 Acura & Honda models, collaborating closely with the design team to integrate multimodal interactions 
(HUD, gesture control, haptic feedback) that enhance immersion and strengthen brand identity for Gen Z users. 
•  Analyzed and evaluated spatial computing technologies at AWE USA 2024, researching AR/VR applications for in-car experiences, including holographic 
interfaces and immersive driving assistance, and synthesized findings into a report for the design team. 
•  Drove creative brand strategies by leveraging storytelling, AI-assisted branding, and interdisciplinary collaboration, crafting personalized, emotion-driven UX 
solutions that align with Honda’s vision for future mobility. 
•  Designed a Mini BMX concept as a future extension of the Motocompacto series, integrating creativity, portability, and social connection to enhance urban 
mobility and off-road experiences. The project was recognized by Honda’s VP of R&D and the design team for its innovative potential.

Torrance, CA
Jun. 2024 - Aug. 2024

American Honda Motor
UX Design & Brand Strategy Co-op

•  Led the design of auto accessory products from concept to production, ensuring market alignment and production feasibility. To date, over 50,000 units of 
my designs sold globally, with sales continuing to grow.
•  Collaborated closely with engineers to optimize product structure for manufacturability, reducing costs and improving production efficiency. Refined 
packaging design for retail and logistics, enhancing brand communication.
•  Represented the company at AAPEX 2023, presenting products to 20+ overseas clients, strengthening business relationships and expanding market reach.

Hybrid, China & U.S.
Jul. 2023 - Jan. 2024

Carfu Car Accessories
Industrial Design Intern

PROJECTS

UI/UX Designer | Improving customer service workflows and passenger experience by redesigning airline app interfaces and digital interactions. Conducting 
user research to identify pain points and develop intuitive solutions that enhance service efficiency at boarding gates. (NDA protected).

Jan. 2025 - PresentAirline Digital Experience Optimization | Collaboration with a Top 4 U.S. Airline | NU Design Studio 

Industrial Designer | Developed dishwashing products for P&G using a user-centered approach, collaborating with a multidisciplinary team to enhance 
functionality, usability, and sustainability. Conducted 16+ user interviews and product tests to identify consumer pain points and obtain feedback. 

Sep. 2024 - Dec. 2024Home Care Product Development | Collaboration with Procter & Gamble | NU Design Studio 

Concept Designer | Conceptualized speculative solutions for the future mobility with Honda’s Japan design team, leveraging AI tools like Midjourney, Stable 
Diffusion, and ChatGPT to create storytelling-driven visualizations and narratives. 

Jan. 2024 - May. 2024AI-Powered Speculative Mobility Design | Collaboration with Honda | Pratt Workshop 

Inustrial Designer | Developed cork-based bath room products for Amorim, exploring innovative material applications of Portuguese cork to enhance 
sustainability, functionality, and user experience. This project was recognized by Amorim’s team and received multiple design awards.

Jan. 2023 - May. 2023Cork Product Innovation | Sponsored project by Corticeira Amorim | Pratt Design Studio 

UX Designer | Designed layouts and exhibition spaces for the OpenLab, enhancing visitor engagement through interactive displays, leveraging modeling and 
rendering skills to support the company's strategic vision. Collaborated with cross-disciplinary teams on the Shenzhen Anju Group’s initiative, analyzing senior 
users’ pain points and contributing to product layout, UX improvements, and interactive exhibition design for smart home adoption.

Jan. 2023 - May. 2023Smart Home & Interaction Research | Research Project with Huawei Technologies


